
 
 
St. Mark Catholic School Orchestra-BEGINNER VIOLIN/VIOLA GROUP CLASSES  
 
St. Mark will be offering after school Beginning String Class for Violin and Viola for 2016-17.   
 
Class will be on Tuesdays and Thursdays right after school, 3:30-4:30pm for grades 1-5. Students will learn a 
combination of playing by ear and reading music.   
 
NO PRIOR EXPERIENCE IS NECESSARY! Students need only bring a smile and a willingness to learn. 
 
Tuition will be $80 per month. There is a registration fee of $25 which will cover the music.   
 
You may rent a violin/viola from any music store but I recommend Williamson Music in Plano as they are close and offer 
on-site service. Rentals typically run about $20 per month and each child will be fitted with the appropriate size 
instrument. Additionally, each student will need to provide their own music stand. 
 
As you know there are many benefits to playing an instrument. Children learn discipline, develop concentration, and 
acquire self-esteem.  There has been a proven correlation between children involved in music and higher math scores.  
Above all, music is a wonderful gift that we can share with others and through which we glorify God!    
 
Class will start on Tuesday, September 6. Registration for this class is due by Friday, August 19.   
 
 
Your Director- Lemuel De La Cruz 
 
My name is Lemuel De La Cruz.  I majored in Violin/Viola Performance with a Bachelor’s Degree from Columbus State 
University and a Master’s degree in Performance and Education from Penn State University.  I also studied with Masao 
Kawasaki and Dorothy Delay at the Julliard School of Music in New York City.   
 
I have been teaching for 21 years and I find that teaching is what I love to do the most.  Besides teaching for various 
schools in Plano and at my studio for the last 7 years, I also hold masterclasses at various universities throughout the 
country and abroad.  I taught at Penn State for 2 years before I came to Texas and continue to do so during the holidays 
at the University of Sydney in Australia and as well as many other places. 
 
As a performer, I have played with the Philadelphia Youth Orchestra, Munich Symphony, Sydney Opera just to name a 
few. I routinely play locally with the Plano and Irving symphonies.  I have just returned yesterday from playing Phantom 
of the Opera at the Kennedy Center in Washington D.C. 
 
I am looking forward to working with the student of St. Mark.  Together we will make beautiful music together. 
 
Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions.  706-536-3921   or    Violin440@gmail.com  
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