
Summer 2019  
Requirements & Study Suggestions 

Rising 8th Graders 
 
 
Dear Parents, 
 

In this packet, you will find a list of resources for students to use over the summer. These resources are intended to 
help students keep their skills sharp and start eighth grade off strong. Please note that summer reading for 
literature and service hours for religion are REQUIRED. All other items listed are suggested, but not required.   
 
Pages 11 – 12 provide a list of skills (organized by subject) that students are expected to be competent in at the start 
of 8th grade. This packet serves as a way for students to practice these important skills.   
 
Thank you for sharing your children with us this year! They are a wonderful group of kids and we very much enjoyed 
teaching them! 
 
Sincerely, 
Ms. Maw Mr. Michniak 

 

Mrs. Oliver   Mrs. Pantuso   

 

Mrs. Rivera Ms. Mitchell 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Mandatory: 

 Religion/English: 5 Service Hours –See separate instruction sheet 

 

 Literature: 2 novels of your choice 

Keep a list of books that you read on the following form; get a parent signature. You will do a book report in 

class in August on one of the books. 

Highly Recommended: 

 Religion:  Church Travel Challenge- Every different Church you attend take a selfie somewhere that 

identifies the Church. Create a poster with the pictures. Each picture should have a caption telling where the 

Church was and something unique or different about it. Depending on the quality you can earn up to 3- 5 

pts on a test. 

 

 English:  IXL.com  (Grade 7 only) objectives (nouns, verbs, adverbs, adjectives, pronouns, prepositions, and 

verbals)   Depending on the quantity, you can earn up to 2- 5 pts on a test coupons. 

 

 Science:  PHYSICAL SCIENCE 

 Lab safety and procedures 

 Identify lab equipment 

 Know appropriate use of equipment 

 Identify the steps of the scientific method 

 Identify the controls and variables in an experiment 

 Using experimentation to test hypotheses, collect data, and analyze the data to draw conclusions 

 Measuring using SI units 

 Define and measure in metric system- mass, volume, weight, density, length, width, height 

 Know basic physical science vocabulary and concepts- 

o Parts of an atom 

o Elements of the periodic table 

o Chemical formulas 

o Chemical bonds 

o Types of energy 

o Motion and forces 

 Research science fair topics: 

http://school.discoveryeducation.com/sciencefaircentral/ 

http://www.sciencebuddies.org/ 

http://www.sciencebob.com/sciencefair/ideas.php 

http://science-project.com/ 

Science sites: 

www.sldirectory.com/studf/stumenu.html 

http://www.rcsd.ca/uploads/Top%2010%20Science%20Websites%20Dec%2014.pdf 

 

 

http://school.discoveryeducation.com/sciencefaircentral/
http://www.sciencebuddies.org/
http://www.sciencebob.com/sciencefair/ideas.php
http://science-project.com/
http://www.sldirectory.com/studf/stumenu.html
http://www.rcsd.ca/uploads/Top%2010%20Science%20Websites%20Dec%2014.pdf


 Math:    IXL.com (Grade 7 only): 5 pts on a test for each letter completed as requested.  Depending on the 

quantity, you can earn up to 2- 5 pts on a test coupons.

D- Decimals 

E- Operations with decimals  

F- Fractions and mixed numbers 

G – Operations with fractions 

 Computer: Practice keyboarding-    www.typingclub.com  

 

 Social Studies:  Create a Travel Journal for a vacation or a road trip. Earn 5pts on a test and a SMAP. 

                Here are some suggestions and ideas for creating a travel journal.  
 

  Keeping a Photo-journal 
 Purchase a disposable camera just for this trip–You can make a photo book of the vacation and include text 

or audio to describe your adventures. 
 Bring along a personal device for taking pictures– This list goes beyond cameras these days. A smartphone, 

tablet, or other small non-phone devices can all take pictures.  
 

  Making a Paper Travel Journal 
 Purchase a paper journal book before your trip– Bookstores and large box stores carry bound journals 

which can get you started. You might choose to personalize the cover. 
 Make your own paper travel journal–You can make our own books and you can customize the design to 

match the theme of the trip. 
 Use maps to make journal pages– Print out maps of your choice in color or black and white. Cut them 

creatively to make a smaller journal with fun map pages inside. 
 Include maps to show details of your itinerary- 
 Keep a travel edition nature journal– This one would be specific to the trip and location. You could also 

bring your regular nature journal and just add to it. The important part here is that there might be 
observations of the natural world to record. Be ready! 

 Collect ephemera during the adventure– This would include pamphlets, brochures, ticket stubs, luggage 
tags, etc from all the places while you travel. During the trip or at the end, you can use those items to add 
to your journal. 

 Create your own original artwork for your journal. 
 

http://www.typingclub.com/
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Rising 8th Grade Summer Reading  
During our summer break you are required to read one book of your choice within your current AR level that you 
will complete an AR test on the first week of school.  You will also need this book to complete a classwork activity. In addition, 
you need to complete your summer reading log with a minimum of 1 additional book. This log will be 
turned in during the first week of school and will count as a homework grade for literature.  
 
Parents, please sign the bottom of your child’s reading log to verify their reading time.  The 
App, Points Scan Free, is a free app that will allow you to scan the barcode of any book to check 
and see if it is an AR book.  Thank you for your support!  
 

______________________’s Reading Log 

Date Book Title # of Pages 
Read 

Time Spent 
Reading 

    
 

    
 

    
 

    
 

    
 

    
 

    
 

    
 

    
 

    
 

    
 

    
 

    
 

    
 

    
 

 

Parent Name: ____________________    Signature: _________________________ 
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7th and 8th Grade Summer Service Hours 

Rising 7th and 8th grade students have 2 options for summer service hours. They can raise $50 over the summer towards 

our bi-annual Make-A-Wish project or they can complete 5 hours  of community service during the summer months and 

document those hours on the Service Hour Report Form that is due to the Religion teacher on the first day of school.  A 

few ideas for earning this money include babysitting, yard work, and pet sitting. Students may also simply donate their 

birthday or allowance money towards the cause. (you can access the form at    www.stmcs.net/community-service). 

 

Service Hour Report Form 

 

Name:_________________________________________________________ Class:______________ 

Date(s) service was performed: ________________________________ 

Description of service: 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________ 

Signature of supervising adult:____________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Date(s) service was performed: ________________________________ 

Description of service: 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________ 

Signature of supervising adult:____________________________________________________________ 

 

Name:_________________________________________________________ Class:______________ 

Date(s) service was performed: ________________________________ 

Description of service: 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________ 

Signature of supervising adult:____________________________________________________________ 

 

 

http://www.stmcs.net/community-service

