
Second Grade Survival Guide 

Teachers: Mrs. Bain, Ms. Centeno, Mrs. Crider & Mrs. Moxley 

Welcome to Second Grade!  There are many things that you will need to know, but we will 

review lots of them on Parent Information Night – Thursday, August 22rd  at 6:30pm.  For now, 

here are some tips to get you through the first couple weeks.   

School Supplies:  please do not label your school supplies.  We mix these all up and store them.  

The students get really worried if they get a pencil with someone else’s name on it!    They 

are evenly distributed throughout the year as we need them.  Also, we have we have a specific 

folder for each class your student goes to.  Please order the correct color folders.  This is 

important for when learning organizational skills as well as makes it easier for them to grab the 

correct folder when necessary.   

We call one of their folders their “T” or “Take Home” folder.  This goes back and forth between 

school and home.  Inside will be completed work to take out every night and a behavior 

sheet/homework sheet.   

The Behavior/Homework Sheet is very important to check and initial every evening.  The 

homework side tells you what our homework is nightly and will tell you of upcoming tests that 

week.  The Behavior side will have a sticker on each day to let you know your child had a good 

day.  Sometimes, if they make poor choices we will have to give them a Check Mark and a note 

explaining why.  Additionally, we will sometimes write special notes on them… maybe 

something extra great happened with your child and we want to share it OR maybe we are 

concerned because they seemed tired or sick, etc. 

Regarding backpacks, please make sure their backpacks do not have wheels on them and are 

large enough to carry a couple folders and books. 

Daily Schedules:  On the first day of school only, parents are encouraged to walk their child to 

the classroom to capture that First Day of School memory.  Parents are then invited to the 

cafeteria for a light breakfast sponsored by the HSA. 

Plan to arrive at the school at 7:40am each morning entering through any door.  Students must 

be in the classroom no later than 7:55am or they will be considered tardy.  Should your child 

need early morning care, the cafeteria door opens at 7:15am with staff supervision provided. If 

for any reason your child will not be in attendance at school, please contact Rene O’Connor at 

972-578-0610 or via email by 9:00 am at: rene.oconnor@stmcs.net. We also ask that you let 

your child’s home base teacher know of absences. 

Our daily routine is as follows: the students stay in their homeroom class for a large majority of 

the time.  In their homeroom class they learn Math, Language Arts (Reading, English, Spelling, 

Phonics) and Handwriting.  They leave to go to another class in the afternoon - for Social 

Studies (Mrs. Bain teaches), Science (Mrs. Crider teaches) and Religion (Mrs. Centeno teaches).  
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For example: if your student is in Mrs. Crider’s class, they will change classes in the afternoon 

and go to Religion, then Social Studies and end up back in Mrs. Crider’s room (their homeroom) 

for Science.   

The students also leave their class to go to P.E. (every day), and then they go to each of the 

following classes once a week:  Computer Class, Music, Art and Spanish. 

Students have the option of purchasing lunch or packing a lunch. Lunch menus are provided at 

the start of each month and can be found here: http://www.stmcs.net/lunch-.   

Parents are invited to come during lunch any day to dine with their child.  Our lunch time slot is 

11:30-11:55am. In order to get established socially, it is also suggested that parents refrain from 

coming to school to eat lunch with their child until after the first week of school.  

It is suggested that your child bring his or her own lunch rather than purchasing a lunch during 

the first week of school.  

To set up a lunch account there is a cafeteria form to fill out and send in to school (can be found 

under the forms/links tab of the website). Then you can put money on the accounts the way 

you pay all other fees, using the line for cafeteria. If you need to put money on more than one 

student’s account, put how much for each child in the comment box. 

Every Friday we have an all school mass at 8:30am.  All parents are welcome. Please remember 

students must wear their sweaters to Mass, and no shorts ever.   

Please let me know if your child will be attending the After School Program. If there is a change 

in your carpool procedure, please send us a note on the behavior sheet or an email.  

Dismissal lines are VERY busy the first couple weeks of school.  Please be patient and it will calm 

down soon!  At 3:45pm, students still not picked up are taken to the ASP room to wait for their 

ride and late fees begin at 3:50pm.  Make sure you have a sign with your child’s last name 

visible in the car window.  Make sure the sign has large, bold print. Please be respectful and 

courteous to other families as well as our staff members, stay in your car at all times, and take 

turns. 

 

 

See you at Parent Information Night – Thursday, August 22rd  at 6:30pm. 
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