
This message is being sent to all St. Mark families registered in FACTS Family Portal. 
 

Dear St. Mark Community, 
 

I hope you are having a good Spring Break. Like all of you, I have been intently following 
reports of the novel Coronavirus Disease 2019 (COVID-19). Our thoughts and prayers are with 
those affected by COVID-19 both at home and abroad.   
 

I know you have been waiting to receive this email about the reopening of school, and want to 
thank you for your patience. It is our goal to make the best decision with the most current 
information available, and that information was changing by the minute into the wee hours of 
the morning. Ultimately, the decision was taken out of our hands and was made by the 
Diocese of Dallas Catholic Schools Office. 
 

The well-being of our children is our highest priority. Given that many members of our 
community have traveled within the U.S. and abroad during the past week and in an 
overabundance of caution, St. Mark will transition to a distance learning environment from 
March 16-20, 2020. In addition, all school-related activities are canceled until further notice.  
 

For those with students participating in the Private Schools Interscholastic Association (PSIA) 
academic meet scheduled for March 28, this event has been canceled by PSIA. Duke TIP has 
also postponed their recognition ceremonies scheduled for this spring. 
 

The teachers and I have been working to ensure a smooth transition so that the students can 
continue to learn and grow, albeit remotely. As you know, our students are well-versed in e-
learning with our integral use of technology in the learning environment. Teachers will gather 
on Monday, March 16 to finalize the distance learning program that is appropriate for each 
grade level. By late Monday afternoon, you will receive an email with specifics from your child’s 
teacher. 
 

Please be aware that distance learning work will be graded and entered into the 
gradebook as official grades for the week of March 16-20. If you have any questions, please 
reach out to your child’s teacher directly. 
 

Should your child need any books or school supplies to complete his or her distance learning 
assignments, the school will be open from 7:30-8:30 AM on Tuesday, March 17. Feel free to 
stop by during that time to pick up any needed supplies. After that time, the school building 
will be closed. Distance learning will commence on Tuesday, March 17 at 9:00 AM. 
 

The decision to move to distance learning was not made lightly. The goal of these changes is to 
minimize the need to gather in large groups and spend prolonged time in close proximity with 
each other. Our actions are consistent with the recommendations of leading health officials on 
how to limit the spread of COVID-19, as well as the actions of the Plano Independent School 
District and several other school districts in Collin County. 



 

Because of the distance learning program, we will not have to make-up missed days in the 
summer. In addition, this will not affect Easter Break (we will still take April 9-13 for Easter). 
 

We will continue to monitor and evaluate the situation and will communicate with you via 
FACTS Family Portal email as information becomes available, so please continue to check your 
email regularly. In the meantime, we encourage everyone to stay home as much as possible, 
and to continue following preventative actions to reduce the spread of any virus: 
 

*Stay home if you are sick. 
*Wash your hands often with soap and water for at least 20 seconds (sing "Happy Birthday" 
twice). If soap and water are not available, use an alcohol-based hand sanitizer with at least 
60% alcohol. Remember that handwashing is the strongest way to prevent the spread of 
disease. 
*Avoid close contact with people who are sick. 
*Avoid touching your eyes, nose and mouth with unwashed hands; germs spread this way. 
*Cover your nose and mouth when you cough or sneeze (use your upper sleeve if a tissue is not 
available). 
*Clean and disinfect frequently touched objects and surfaces. 
 

I know that this is a difficult and unprecedented time, but I also know that our community is 
strong and resilient. Together, we will move forward and make the best of this trying situation. 
 

Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any questions or concerns. 
 

Yours in Christ, 
 

Patricia Opon 

Principal 
 


